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Our vision is that everyone will leave our school feeling they have achieved more than they ever thought
possible, and they will make a difference to the world by serving God by helping others.
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Dates for the Diary Attendance

Mon 9 Mar  Easter Egg Raffle Ticket Sales begin Delphinus 99.4%
) Neptune 98.0%
Tues 10 Mar Parents’ Evening (All classes) Jupiter 97.9%
Wed 11 Mar Parents’ Evening (Lyra class only) Jellyfish 97.0%
Thurs 12 Mar Parents’ Evening (All classes, except Lyra) Phoenix 96.7%
’ Orion 96.7%
Thurs 19 Mar Jupiter Liturgy, parents invited 1.45pm Lyra 96.1%
. A Mars 95.9%

Thurs 19 Mar Neptune Liturgy, parents invited 2.10pm
Columba 94.7%
Fri 20 Mar Red Nose Day — see article for details Angelfish 93.6%
Fri 20 Mar Year 1&2 Time Machine dress up day Aquila 92.9%
Pre-School 91.5%

Mon 23 Mar Lenten Reconciliation for KS2 1.30pm

Tue 24 Mar  Palm Sunday Liturgy, Year R parents invited 2.30pm T , Ch'ld
ommys liacare
Wed 25 Mar Last Supper Mass (Mars class), Mars parents invited 10am y
Wed 25 Mar Year 6 SATS Meeting at 5.30pm, at School Breakfast club Sessions:
. . . - 7:45am - 8:45am £5.00
Wed 25 Mar Lenten Liturgy, Aquila & Orion parents invited 2.30pm 8:00am — 8:45am £4.00
Thurs 26 Mar Lenten Liturgy, parents of Phoenix class invited, 1.30pm
Afterschool Club Sessions:
3:15pm - 4:30pm £6.00
Thurs 26 Mar Garden of Gethsemane, Columba parents invited, 2.30pm 3:15pm - 5:45pm £11.00
3:15pm - 6:00pm £12.00

Thurs 26 Mar Lenten Liturgy, parents of Delphinus class invited, 2pm

Fri 27 Mar Crucifixion, parents of Lyra class invited, 9.30am
For bookings, cancellations and

queries, please contact
Wed 15 April Nethercott Farm Meeting at 5.30pm for parents tommys@st-

thomasmores.hants.sch.uk.

In emergencies call: 07719 920 572

Sat 28 Mar Easter Egg Scavenger Hunt begins

Sat 25 April  Community Colour Run Event

Fri 8 May Friends of STMS Adults’ Quiz Night
Sessi d to be booked i

Mon 18 May Class and Year 6 Photographs €5510ns need to be booked in

advance.

Mon 15 June INSET Day for School and Pre-School . .

No last-minute bookings on a

Sat 20 June  School Summer Fair Thursday.

To enhance the spiritual life of the school community, our Spiritual Leaders
will be sharing scripture which is personal to them and our school.

My name is Evelyn. | am the spiritual leader in Phoenix class. My favourite scripture is when Jesus heals the
woman who bled for twelve years. | like this story because she was healed, and it teaches us that if we have
faith in God, we can be healed both physically and spiritually.

“Your faith has healed you.” (Mark 5:34)

Ensuring SUCCESS  Providing OPPORTUNITY Fostering STEWARDSHIP



mailto:tommys@st-thomasmores.hants.sch.uk
mailto:tommys@st-thomasmores.hants.sch.uk

‘(\as More's pr@
A

€ %
i

»

St Thomas More’s Catholic Primary School and Pre-School
Newsletter — Friday 6% March 2025

Giant Easter Egg Raffle — Tickets on sale as of Monday 9 March

As of Monday 9t March, you will be able to purchase your raffle tickets for our giant chocolate Easter Egg.

To give you an idea of size, the egg measures
35cm high and 25cm wide.

Tickets will be sold from the school office or Tommy’s childcare at £1 per ticket.
Card payments can be accepted for purchases over £2 from the school office only.

Tickets can be sold to staff, parents and families of St Thomas More’s and outside.

Draw will take place on Friday 27 March. Winner wins the egg!!

Red Nose Day - Friday 20 March

Children and staff are welcome to come to school wearing a red accessory along with their uniform - for
example... ared ... nose, headband, hair accessory, boppers, wristband, hat, belt, even socks and ties.
(Socks and ties are the only exception to uniform clothing)

For Red Nose Day, we are asking for monetary donations but
as there will CAFOD collection buckets on the front playgrounds on this day, we have decided to collect the
money a different way.

In what was the school IT suite, now called Outer Space, we will be placing four huge 4 red noses (4 round tables
covered in red table cloths) for the children to bring in coins to try and cover the surface of the noses.

There will be a huge red nose (table) for each phase... who will complete theirs first?

For Year 1&2 children, please read the email sent to you regarding Time Machine Event which is on this day also.

RED N@SE DAY

Year 1 & 2 Time Machine Day — Friday 20 March

To celebrate the end of our new history focussed topic, ‘The Time Machine’, we thought it would be fun to invite
the children to come to school for the day dressed in clothes and fashion that were typical of a decade within
living memory OR maybe even what they think might be fashionable in the future!

On Friday 20 March, which is also Red Nose Day, KS1 children may wear something red or bring a Red Nose in to
wear with their chosen Time Machine dress up. Alternatively, they are able to just wear their Time Machine

outfit or their school uniform.

An email was sent out on 26™ February which explains this event in more detail.
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CAF D Aquila Faith in Action — The Big Lent Walk

Catholic Agency for
Overseas Development

This year, Aquila Class will be supporting CAFOD for the Big Lent walk, for their contribution to our School’s Faith
In Action Incentive. It’s a national campaign which is working to stamp out hunger one step at a time. This
campaign is called Walk Against Hunger.

Children from Aquila class will each take a turn holding donation buckets in the playground to collect donations
throughout the Lenten period. If your child wishes to bring their donation into school, they can hand it to the
teacher or school office.

1]
To read more about the campaign you can look at CAFOD here: https://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/about  wALK

Phonics Screening Workshop Tax Free Childcare

Follow the link below to see if you qualify for tax
free childcare. This can apply to any parents and be
used for any type of childcare, providing the
childcare provider is signed up too.

Thank you to the parents who were able to attend
the Y1/2 Phonics Screening Workshop last week. A
voice over of the presentation shared at the event,
along with other useful resources can be found on

our website here — https://www.st- https://www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/eligibility-
thomasmores.hants.sch.uk/phonics-2/ checker
We will also send home some resources next week. l.?.'{'iEE

St Thomas More’s Pre-School

Hooks Lane, Bedhampton, Havant PO9 3DR
Tel: 02392 475 909
Email: psadmin@st-thomasmores.hants.sch.uk

St Thomas More’s Pre-school is a teacher led pre-school situated
in the grounds of St Thomas More’s School

Childcare is available from 7.45am to 6pm (term time only)

PLACES AVAILABLE

s More’s Pre

)
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Faith Corner

Chapel News
There continues to be daily prayer from 8:15-8:40 Monday to Wednesday with Ms Cryer. Your family are

welcome to come and join us in praying the rosary, special devotions and hymns.

This is an inspiring opportunity for parents to accompany their children for prayer. Please meet Ms Cryer at the
infant gate before 8:15am. Be assured of prayers for our school's intentions.

Teach me to pray
This week, we were so pleased to welcome new children, our group really is growing. We continued praying the
Glorious Mysteries and the children offered prayer intentions:

Rupert- praying for his nan because of asthma

Fletcher- praying for people who have given their lives up for others in the past
Freya C- prays for grandparents

Freya H- prays for her grandad's hearing

Tiggy- prays for animals in need

Eliza- prays for her mummy

Grandparents Association pray for peace in the world.

Teach me to Pray is a beautiful opportunity to bridge our older and younger children to grow spiritually, share
wisdom and pray together as one community. Through the Rosary, Scripture reflection, and shared intentions,
we hope to nurture our faith and pass on the rich traditions of our Catholic faith to the next generation.

All children from yearRto6 are welcome to join. We will meet on Mondays
at 2:45 in the chapel and children will return to class before the end of day
for normal end of day collection.

If you would like your child to join Teach me to Pray, please let your teacher
know or message them on dojo. All children who join

will receive a rosary which has been blessed by Papa Leo.

What'’s happening in our Diocese?

The relics of St Carlo Acutis will be visiting our beloved Catholic Cathedral
of St John's on Wednesday and Thursday 11th/12th March. There will be a
mass celebrated by Bishop Philip on Wednesday 11t March at 6:00pm

This is an incredible opportunity to foster a tangible connection with St
Carlo Acutis and seek intercession as relics act as a reminder of Saint
Carlo's life, virtue and closeness to God.
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World Book Day — Thursday 5" March 2026

Children and staff were invited to dress as their favourite book character on this day. Lots of fun book related
activities took place in school on this day, including a school book swap.
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This week’s free guide from National Online Safety contains a practical guide to helping children stream

safely, covering costs, content risks and healthy screen habits.

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about}

STREAMING SERVI

Streaming services are platforms that allow users to watch cartoons, documentaries and movies
online immediately (often referred to as SVoD: streaming videos on demand). Ofcom reported that
children and young adults prefer streaming services to traditional TV. With two-thirds of UK

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

ES

households subscribing to at least one streaming service, parents must understand how to manage L

COSTLY - e | '

Subscription services can be costly. As

the main source of entertainment, most
households have at least one streaming
platform, and each platform has its own
monthly subscription fee. Services are charging
more for ad-free viewing, and better quality and
resolution; however, there is a cheaper option
with adverts. Due to price increases, Netflix and
Disney+ reported a sharp increase in users
subscribing to their ad-supported tier in 2025.

w U \ y
ILLEGAL STREAMING %

+ Sharing passwords or using modified Fire Sticks

¥ to access streaming content without permission
is illegal. Most streaming services have now put
measures in place to detect account sharing.
When account sharing is identified, platforms will
offer an opportunity to pay for an added member
or will ask the user to verify who they are.

AGE-INAPPROPRIATE
CONTENT

Most streaming platforms allow users to

set up a profile for each family member, with
the option of putting specific restrictions in
place. These include adding a profile lock or PIN,
controlling autoplay of previews and next
episodes, and limiting content based on age
ratings. Nonetheless, these restrictions aren’t
foolproof. Content which is rated as suitable for
an age group may still include themes,
language, or images which children and
families find inappropriate.

——

~ SET UP INDIVIDUAL PROFILES AND ADD PINS

Almost all streaming services allow users to set up individual profiles

where each family member can have age restrictions put in place for

the content they can view. Adult profiles can be protected through the

use of PIN. Keep this private. Use the options of putting specific restrictions in
place such as controlling play of previ and next episodes, and limiting
content based on age ratings.

\a OV A i

! I MONITOR AND TALK OFTEN

Discuss with your child what they are watching, find out which programmes are
trending, and watch them yourself. Have a little look at their watch history to check the
content of what they‘re watching. Some platforms have been known to recommend or
autoplay older or graphic content after a child’s movie has been played. While some
tv shows or movies may have a suitable age rating, your child may still find the
content scary, or it may explore themes you don’t want to explore with your child yet.

n e
Meet Our Expert

Dr Claire Sutherland is an online safety consultant, educator, and
researcher who has developed and implemented anti-bullying and cyber
safety policies for schools. She has written various academic papers and
carried out research for the Australian Government, comparing internet
use and sexting behaviour of young people in the UK, USA and Australia.

E 1 —
See full reference list on our,website} ﬂ

X @wake_up_weds
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screen time, set age restrictions and ensure safe viewing.

EXCESSIVE
SCREEN TIME

Excessive screen time contributes to

sedentary behaviour and can negatively
impact physical and mental health. Ofcom
found that 4- to 15-year-olds averaged 2.5
hours per day across all video-sharing
platforms, notincluding gaming. The vast range
of content available, combined with features
such as autoplay, makes it easy for children to
watch for extended periods of time.

BINGE WATCHING ([T

Features such as autoplay make it easy for
viewers — especially young people — to continue
watching episodes without a break. This can
foster unhealthy and addictive patterns, such
as consuming a vast amount of content in one
sitting. With binge watching come a lack of
social interaction, lack of physical exercise, and
often late nights and sleep disruptions which
impact their mental and physical wellbeing.

HARMFUL o

STEREOTYPES N\

Many platforms track viewing habits, time \
consumed, and preferences, and generate
recommendations to encourage your child to
keep watching. This results in your child being in
a’loop’ whereby they think the ‘recommended’
shows would be something they would enjoy
rather than thinking critically for themselves.
This can shape their beliefs, values, and
understanding of the world from a young age
without even realising it.

Talk to your child about how streaming services track what they watch,

and base adverts and recommended shows/movies on previous viewing.
Encourage them to critically think about whether the recommendations

are suitable and how they want to spend their time. Discuss stereotypes with your
child and challenge them to think about what they watch and how this may

‘\ influence their beliefs.

- .-

SET TIME RESTRICTIONS 4

Many streaming services offer the opportunity to buy movies, or add

additional features to your subscription such as sports channels, as well

as play games. This can increase the amount of time young people spend

sitting idly in front of the screen. Some platforms (e.g. Apple TV+) allow you to set
screen time restrictions. If the streaming service doesn’t allow you to set screen time
limits, set a family rule and stick to it.

National
College’

@wake.up.wednesday o' @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 11.03.2026
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“EORGIVENESS IS AN
ATTRIBUTE OF THE STRONG”

We have recently updated our School Mission and Vision Statements.

forgiveness

For us, the Mission of the School is for the staff and states:

Our mission is to inspire every child by ensuring SUCCESS, providing OPPORTUNITY and fostering
STEWARDSHIP within a loving, Catholic community.

The Vision is what we want everyone in our school community to strive towards. It states;

Our vision is that everyone will leave our school feeling they have achieved more than they ever
thought possible, and they will make a difference to the world by serving God by helping others.

Our values are qualities which we endeavour to show in all we do. They are;
Dedication, Empathy, Forgiveness and

Our House Patrons are role models of these values:

Claudette Colvin - Nine months before Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat, Colvin did the same. She
wasn't being rude or selfish (as there was a seat free across the aisle from her), but this was a stand for
all humans to be treated with dignity and respect during segregation in 1960s America. Colvin was only
15 when she took her stand against racism, and so she is an excellent role model for our pupils - to be
dedicated to what is right, even if it means standing alone.

Oscar Romero - Catholic Social Teaching calls us to give EQUALITY VERSUS EQUITY
preferential treatment to the poor - not just those who are -3
poor in monetary value, but those who are disadvantaged in
any way. Oscar Romero spoke out for the voiceless, which
ultimately cost him his life. He serves as a reminder to us to
be that voice for those who can't make themselves heard, to

empathise with how they may be feeling and take action to T
. . . . . assumed that everyone individuals are given can see the game without any
put things right. We teach the children that equity is more Wbeltuntsens  Manctirouhiets v raccommedrs
i m pO rtant t h ane q ua I |ty being treated equally. 7?12’:5’3%;’:22&3"‘9 grle:::z::s;ec
equitably. has been removed

Mahatma Gandhi - The Indian political ethicist is often quoted as saying "Be the change you wish to see
in the world" - a motto which fits so well with the teachings of the Catholic faith. However, Gandhi is our
patron for the value of Forgiveness. He said, "The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is an attribute of
the strong." We teach children to forgive, but it is important that they also recognise forgiving shows
great strength. It isn't always easy to do, but forgiving is something Christ taught us; therefore, we must
strive to do this.

St Therese of Lisieux - St Therese struggled in many ways, something which we all do, but she lived her

life doing random acts of kindness for people, calling people to love Jesus. This is something very simple
for the children to understand and emulate. We teach the children to be stewards of all that they have

been given - their time, their talent, their treasures, and to be generous with all of these things, just like
St Therese.
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