St Thomas More’s Catholic Primary School and Pre-School

Our vision is that everyone will leave our school feeling they have achieved more than they ever thought
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possible, and they will make a difference to the world by serving God by helping others.

£
Y
S

Newsletter — Friday 6% February 2025 “3 E,;j

3]
9

Dates for the Diary

HALF TERM  Monday 16" — Friday 20t February

Thurs 5 Mar World Book Day

Tues 10 Mar Parents’ Evening

Thurs 12 Mar Parents’ Evening

Fri 20 Mar Red Nose Day

Sat 25 April  Community Colour Run Event

Fri 8 May Friends of STMS Adults’ Quiz Night
Mon 18 May Class and Year 6 Photographs

Sat 20 June  School Summer Fair

Attendance
Delphinus 96.8%
Neptune 96.1%
Orion 95.0%
Mars 94.3%
Jupiter 93.7%
Columba 93.3%
Aquila 92.9%
Pre-School 92.3%
Phoenix 92.2%
Jellyfish 91.3%
Angelfish 90.8%
Lyra 90.3%
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Chapel News

There continues to be daily prayer from 8:15-8:40 Monday to
Wednesday with Ms Cryer. Your family are welcome to come
and join us in praying the rosary, special devotions and hymns.

This is an inspiring opportunity for parents
to accompany their children for prayer.

Please meet Ms Cryer at the infant gate before 8:15am.

Be assured of prayers for our school's intentions.

BEST .
SsinRT Tax Free Childcare
Follow the link below to see if you qualify for tax free childcare.

This can apply to any parents and be used for any type of
childcare, providing the childcare provider is signed up too.

https://www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/eligibility-checker

Tommy'’s Childcare «:

Breakfast club Sessions:
7:45am - 8:45am £5.00
8:00am — 8:45am £4.00

Afterschool Club Sessions:
3:15pm - 4:30pm £6.00
3:15pm - 5:45pm £11.00
3:15pm - 6:00pm £12.00

For bookings, cancellations and queries,
please contact tommys@st-
thomasmores.hants.sch.uk.

In emergencies call: 07719 920 572
Sessions need to be booked in advance.

No last-minute bookings on a Thursday.

To enhance the spiritual life of the school community, our Spiritual Leaders
will be sharing scripture which is personal to them and our school.

My name is Donald. | am the spiritual leader for Phoenix. One of my favourite scriptures is when Jesus heals
the man with leprosy. | like this story because it shows that Jesus loves everyone and wants to help everyone,
and that is how we should treat others too. “Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man.” (Matthew 8:3)
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Mars Class — Faith in Action ‘February’

Mars class hosted their Faith in Action campaign this month and

organised a “Dress Up for Digits” day in aid of The National
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children.

We thank everyone who took part and donated to dress in
numbers. Total raised for the NSPCC was £174.75

Dentist, Opticians, Doctor
Appointments

Please can we remind both Pre-School and
School parents to advise us in advance, of
any medical appointments the children may
have during the day.

This can be done weeks in advance but
ideally no later than 48hrs before.

We appreciate some appointments are last
minute, but where you can, do give as much
notice as possible.

You can call, visit the office or email.

If you choose to email, please include the
following details;

Name of your child

Date and time of the appointment

Type of Appointment

Lunch order for that day, PL, red, green etc...

Liilsparts

FEBRUARY
ACTIVITY GLUB

St Thomas More’s Primary School
Hooks Ln, PO9 3DR

8:30AM - 4:30PM
16™ FEBRUARY - 19™ FEBRUARY

Our holiday courses give children from Year 1 to
Year 9 the ideal blend of play and structure. With
safety and enjoyment always in mind, every day is
designed to keep children active and engaged.

£26 PER DAY
MULTIPLE DAY DISCOUNT

CHILDCARE VOUCHERS ACCEPTED
i QUALIFIED PAEDIATRIC FIRST AID
DBS CERTIFICATED
REGISTERED BY OFSTED
| CHILD PROTECTION TRAINED

www.cm-sports.co.uk

Ensuring SUCCESS

Class PE Days

Please note there are changes for
Year 3/4
Children can come into school wearing
their PE kit on their PE Day

Year R: Monday

Mars: Wednesday and Friday
Jupiter: Wednesday and Friday
Neptune: Wednesday and Friday
Columba: Wednesday and Friday
Delphinus: Tuesday and Friday
Phoenix:  Tuesday and Wednesday
Aquila: Thursday

Lyra: Wednesday

Orion: Thursday

Providing OPPORTUNITY Fostering STEWARDSHIP
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Empty Sweet Boxes

Just a reminder that the last day for collecting is
QW & Friday 15 February.
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Thank you to everyone who has donated so far.

HAVANT HOCKEY GLUB
COMMUNITY PROGRAMME

CAMPS  SCHOOLS COACHING

MAKING STRONGER CONNECTIONS WITH THE
LOGAL COMMUNITY, REMOVING THE BARRIERS
OF ENTRY T0 SPORT

Friends of St Thomas More’s
Meeting

Meeting held on Thursday 5t February brought

HOGKEY cl“B some more exciting events for the year.

Some we have scheduled in, include...

; L‘:ﬁ.‘;':fn'i"uﬁnv T0 MONDAY 23" MARCH GONTACT US ON . . .

« £1PER SESSION, £10 PAYABLE IN ADVANCE mgmz@m Community Colour Run Yr 5/6 Bingo Night

+ MLEQUPHENT hnpss. Wouthcuo, i can - (ERRTERDH i%_ summer Fair Silly Scott

« AT THE HAVANT HOCKEY CLUB PITCH 7 e Teddy Bears’ Picnic Adults’ Quiz Night
(G) @HAVANTHOCKEYCOMMUNITY_ Christmas Fair Dress down days

St Thomas More’s Pre-School

Hooks Lane, Bedhampton, Havant PO9 3DR
Tel: 02392 475 909
Email: psadmin@st-thomasmores.hants.sch.uk

St Thomas More’s Pre-school is a teacher led pre-school situated
in the grounds of St Thomas More’s School

Childcare is available from 7.45am to 6pm (term time only)

PLACES AVAILABLE

A More’s pr&
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This week’s free guide from National Online Safety helps parents and educators support children and
young people to use Al safely, thoughtfully and responsibly in everyday life.

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental heaith and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is increasingly woven into young people’s digital lives. It can offer some educational benefits and day-to-day
assistance; however, it also raises concerns about misinformation, privacy, fairness, and safety. This guide provides parents and
educators with practical strategies to support young people to navigate Al tools responsibly, and to use them safely and with discernment.

DEMYSTIEY WHAT  &3)
ATREALLY IS @y .

Children encounter Alin most online places,
including games, streaming platforms, and
school tools. Explain that Al uses patterns from
past data to make decisions, but itdoesn’t
think or feel like humans. Use age-appropriate
examples, like how recommendations on
YouTube or Netflix work, to build understanding
and prevent false beliefs about Al being
all-knowing or alive.

> TALK ABOUT RISKS
OF MISINFORMATION

Al can create convincing false

information, including deepfake videos,

photos, and fake ‘facts’. Encourage

children to think critically about what they

see and read. Teach them to double-check
information using reliable sources, to look at
images and videos carefully, and to ask an adult
if something doesn’t seem right.

. SR N

5 DISCUSS DATA
AND PRIVACY

Explain that Al systems learn by analysing

lots of data, sometimes including personal
information. Help young people to be mindful of
what they share online and why protecting
personal data matters. Model good habits like
reading app permissions together or reviewing
what's by voice i 1ts like Alexa or
Siri.
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AT
4 ENCOURAGE CREATIVE
USE OF Al N

Support children, when using Al

tools, to explore ideas, make art, or ’

build projects. This fosters confidence,
imagination, and independent thinking. ~
When children use Al creatively, rather than just
passively consuming it, they are more likely to
stay engaged and make thoughtful choices.

-

g USE AGE-APPROPRIATE
Al TOOLS

Not all Al platforms are suitable for
children. Choose tools designed for

education or creativity, with clear safety policies.

Review terms of use and privacy settings, and

help children use them in age-appropriate ways.

For example, some chatbot tools mimic
conversation but should only be used with
guidance and boundaries in place.

Meet Our Expert
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6 USE Al TOGETHER

Exploring Al tools together can help

adults understand how they work and spot
potential issues. Try co-writing a story with an Al
writing assistant or experimenting with an Al art
tool. This encourages curiosity, helps you stay
informed about the latest Al tools, and allows
you to reinforce safe and respectful use while
modelling critical thinking.
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SET BOUNDARIES
FOR Al USE

Establish when, where, and how Al tools can

be used, just as you would with any digital
technology. For example, you might agree not to
use Al tools to complete school assignments
without permission, or to avoid unsupervised
use of voice assistants. Consistent boundaries
help manage overuse and misuse.
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g WATCH FOR
OVERRELIANCE

Some Al tools, like homework help apps,

may be tempting shortcuts. Encourage
children to use Al to support their thinking, not
replace it. Celebrate effort and process over
perfect answers. Reinforce that mistakes are
part of learning and that relying too heavily on
Al can limit real understanding.

TEACH DIGITAL ETHICS
AND LITERACY

Help children explore how Al works,

where it might be biased, and why

ethical thinking matters. Building digital
literacy alongside ethical awareness ensures
children engage with Al critically, not just
conveniently. Help young people to understand
that not all people use Al for legitimate
purposes; some use it for malicious reasons.
Encourage questions about fairness,
representation, and who benefits from certain
tools; talk about algorithms, echo chambers,
and the impact of automation on daily life.

STAY CURIOUS oo
*0 AND INVOLVED 4 4

Al is developing rapidly, and staying

informed helps you support the young people in
your care. Follow trusted sources for updates and
keep the conversation going. If a child brings up
a new Al trend or tool, take the opportunity to
learn about it together. Showing interest builds
trust and strengthens digital resilience.
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Home to the world’s largest CPD library for educators, The National

elp R=
College has transformed the way education establishments go about es ® NOthﬂG'
developing their workforces and managing compliance. Our three e a Colle eD
memberships help all phases and types of setting raise standards, save 8
time, reduce risk, and build a culture of improvement.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 04.02.2025
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We have recently updated our School Mission and Vision Statements.

Dedication

For us, the Mission of the School is for the staff and states:

Our mission is to inspire every child by ensuring SUCCESS, providing OPPORTUNITY and fostering
STEWARDSHIP within a loving, Catholic community.

The Vision is what we want everyone in our school community to strive towards. It states;

Our vision is that everyone will leave our school feeling they have achieved more than they ever
thought possible, and they will make a difference to the world by serving God by helping others.

Our values are qualities which we endeavour to show in all we do. They are;
Dedication, Empathy, Forgiveness and

Our House Patrons are role models of these values:

Claudette Colvin - Nine months before Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat, Colvin did the same. She
wasn't being rude or selfish (as there was a seat free across the aisle from her), but this was a stand for
all humans to be treated with dignity and respect during segregation in 1960s America. Colvin was only
15 when she took her stand against racism, and so she is an excellent role model for our pupils - to be
dedicated to what is right, even if it means standing alone.

Oscar Romero - Catholic Social Teaching calls us to give EQUALITY VERSUS EQUITY
preferential treatment to the poor - not just those who are !
poor in monetary value, but those who are disadvantaged in
any way. Oscar Romero spoke out for the voiceless, which
ultimately cost him his life. He serves as a reminder to us to
be that voice for those who can't make themselves heard, to
empathise with how they may be feeling and take action to

In the first image, it is In the second image, In the third image, all three
assumed that everyone individuals are given can see the game without any

pUt thlngs r|ght We teach the children that eqU|ty is more will benefit fom the same _ different supports to make  supports or accommodations
supports. They are it possible for them to have  because the cause of the
1 H coes e & ddressed.
important than equality. e et ™ e
equitably. has been removed

Mahatma Gandhi - The Indian political ethicist is often quoted as saying "Be the change you wish to see
in the world" - a motto which fits so well with the teachings of the Catholic faith. However, Gandhi is our
patron for the value of Forgiveness. He said, "The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is an attribute of
the strong." We teach children to forgive, but it is important that they also recognise forgiving shows
great strength. It isn't always easy to do, but forgiving is something Christ taught us; therefore, we must
strive to do this.

St Therese of Lisieux - St Therese struggled in many ways, something which we all do, but she lived her

life doing random acts of kindness for people, calling people to love Jesus. This is something very simple
for the children to understand and emulate. We teach the children to be stewards of all that they have

been given - their time, their talent, their treasures, and to be generous with all of these things, just like
St Therese.
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