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Our vision is that everyone will leave our school feeling they have achieved more than they ever thought » )

possible, and they will make a difference to the world by serving God by helping others.

Dates for the Diary Attendance
Delphinus 98.1%
Wed 8 Oct  School photographs (siblings and Individual)
Aquila 97.8%
Thurs 9 Oct  Year 3/4 Cookery Workshop )
Jupiter 97.3%
Thurs 16 Oct School Nurse visit, whole school flu vaccination Neptune 97.0%
Fri 17 Oct One Tree Day, wear a green accessory for £1 donation Phoenix 96.8%
Fri 17 Oct Quiz Night (adults only) 6.30pm, sign up essential Jellyfish 96.5%
Wed 22 Oct  School & Pre-School Open Day 9.30am-11.30am Columba 95.3%
Thurs 23 Oct KS1 Pirate Day — come dressed as pirates if you’re in KS1! Orion 95.3%
Week Beginning 27 October Half term & Scarecrow Scavenger Hunt Angelfish 94.9%
Mon 10 Nov  School & Pre-School Open Day 9.3am0-11.30am Lyra 94.8%
Tue 18 Nov  School & Pre-School Open Evening 4pm-7pm Mars 94.8%
- o)
Sat 6 Dec St Thomas More’s Christmas Fair 12pm-3pm Pre-School 93.9%
Mon 15 Dec  KS1 Nativity at St Michael & All Angels @ 1pm attgﬂ d ance
Mon 18 May School Photos (Class and Leavers) P\ '

We're inviting all children to wear odd socks on Tuesday 7th October! In return for wearing odd socks, each
child is asked to bring a donation for our Harvest Food Bank collection.

Donations can be handed in to your child’s class and will be gathered together before being taken to the Food
Bank. Thank you in advance for your generosity.

We're sure the children will have lots of fun comparing their silly socks!

We would be

Baby products Sanitary/toiletry items Pet food Rice, Pasta & Cereal items

Harvest Festival — Odd Socks Day — Tuesday 7" October

so grateful if you could bring in_ in-date and unused items.

Everyday essentials no perishable for individuals and families

To enhance the spiritual life of the school community, our staff will be sharing
scripture which is personal to them and our school.

Luke 9:57. As they went on their way, a man said to Jesus,
| will follow you wherever you go.
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One Tree Day — Friday 17 October 2025

On this day your child will be allowed to wear GREEN ACCESSORIES to school, alongside their normal school uniform,
with the suggested donation of £1. Accessories may include green socks, green hat, green glasses, green bracelets or
green hair accessories. Nail varnish and necklaces are NOT allowed.

If your child would like to take part with their accessories, £1 donations will be collected during morning register
between Monday 13* and Friday 17 October.

You can find out more about the JUST ONE tree charity, please view the attached flyer or
visit: https://www.justonetree.life/

Friends of St Thomas More’s PTFA — Donation Requests

As a charity, our aim to fundraise for the school, but we also want to give both children and adults a good quality
experience during our organised events. If we can keep financial outlay for these events low, we can put more back into
the school.

In a bid to help us succeed, we often ask for donations from you the parents, to help us out.
At our recent PTFA meeting we created a wish list, if you can help with any of the below requested items or know of
anyone that works somewhere where a discount could be obtained, please contact us in the school office.

We appreciate everything we receive and thank you in advance.

Raffle prizes/gifts
We would love it if you could help us by donating items that can be used as raffle prizes.
No matter how small, we can always combine several smaller items to create a larger prize. Some ideas...

ANY bottles (alcohol, bubble bath, ketchup) - Un-opened gifts and games - Christmas items (new socks, gifts and toys)

Scarecrow makers
If you would like to make a scarecrow and donate it to our Scarecrow scavenger hunt in the October half term break,
please get in touch with the school office either in person or on adminoffice@st-thomasmores.hants.sch.ukn by the
end of next week.
To give you give an idea, here’s some of last year’s participants along with our “how to guide” if you need one.

With regards to hosting a scarecrow for the week - We have a list of local addresses,
which we will contact and ask permission for the scarecrow to be placed.
Just because you make one, it does not mean you need to home it.

—"
Buy a Pack the Use an Dress Draw a
coverall suit with old pillow him/her scarecrow
disposable screwed up case for in old face on the
Suit newspaper the head clothes pillowcase
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Jesus Prince of Peace Parish Chapel News
Mass Schedule as of Saturday 6 September In t.he Chapel, we will honour Our Lady
during her blessed month of the Rosary
Day Time Church Monday to Wednesday with Miss Cryer.
SallEay ;th'lgtr:‘lm L T“U:'“El_f’ Please come and join, as we pray the
mﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂ H St Thomas . .
E--Ertrppjm St Colman's rosary, sing hymns and pray Litany of the
6:15pm Sacred Heart Blessed Virgin Mary. This is an inspiring
Sunday 9:00am St Thomas' opportunity for parents to accompany
9:00am St Edmund’s their children for prayer. Any flowers are
9:30am St Colman's most welcome to celebrate our Queen
9:30am St Michael's of the Most Holy Rosary.
11:00am Sacred Heart
11:00am Please arrive at the infant gate entrance
11:00am St Joseph's before 8:15 and Miss Cryer will let you
11:30am oL Paul's _ through. Thank you.
1:00pm St Joseph's (Polish)
4:00pm Queen Alexandra Hospital Please be assured in our praying for
5:30pm Sacrad Heart school intentions.
Monday 7:00am Sacred Heart
1230pm Queen Alexandra Hospital Octobeir
Tuesday 9am St Colman's 4
6:30pm St Edmund's montﬁ thﬁe
Wednesday 9:30am St Joseph's %0@ @9‘9‘201
10:15am St Michael's
10:30am
12:00pm Sacred Heart
Thursday 10:00am St Thomas' .
10:00am St Edmund’s House Captalns
10:30am Colvin: Hazel and Freya
Eriday 9:30am St loseph's .
10:30am Therese: Hunter and Liliana
12:00pm Sacred Heart R . . .
omero: Katie and Till
6:30pm St Colman's y
7.30pm 5t Joseph's (Pt Gandhi: Eliot and Poppy
Domestic Abuse

If you or someone you know is experiencing domestic abuse, support is available across Hampshire. Whether you're a
victim, a concerned friend or family member, or someone seeking help to change abusive behaviour - there are services

ready to listen and support you.

Help is confidential, free, and available to everyone.

You don’t have to face this alone.

School staff have received training and are here to support you too. If you ever need someone to talk to, please reach

out we're here to help.

Please follow this link for information that might help you better understand what abuse is and what this looks

like. https://stopdomesticabuse.uk/

Stop Domestic Abuse 0330 0533 630 Hampshire Domestic Abuse help line Abuse 03300 165 112
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Rotary Shoebox Scheme

Just a reminder if you wish to take part in the Shoebox
scheme, empty boxes can be collected from the school
office.

Completed boxes will need to be returned to school
between Thursday 16" October and Thursday 23" October
2025.

Boxes cannot be accepted after this date.

For more information visit www.rotaryshoebox.org

Oaklands Catholic School Open Morning

Year 6 pupils and parents can come and discover
Oaklands!

Our Open Morning on 7th October is the perfect opportunity
to tour the school, see lessons in action and hear what
makes Oaklands unique.

To register, please visit:

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1746912124189?aff=oddtdtcr
eator

Is your child starting School in
September 2026...

A reminder for families who may have
children due to start school in September
2026, for those children born between
1 September 2021 and 31 August 2022.

Applications open:
Saturday 1 November 2025

Applications close:
Thursday 15 January 2026

5 Hampshu‘c

County Council

October is the month of Holy Rosary

§ OCTOBER

and specific intercessions.

During this month, each phase will have a travelling Mary, rosary and candle for families to take home for the
night to share these prayers and blessings in your home. If you would like to receive Our Blessed Mary to your
home, please contact your class teacher who will arrange this.

We would love Mama Maria to visit many families during this special month.

May our travelling Mary supply our school community with all we need to remain
close to Our Lady and obtain graces and blessings from Our Loving Father.

We dedicate October to praying the Holy Rosary in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Her intercessions are so very powerful and, in this month, we are called to pray rosary
every day. These beautiful prayers bring us close to our Mother and even closer to her
Son, Jesus. Rosary guides us with scripture and prayers of praise, thanksgiving, concerns

Ensuring SUCCESS  Providing OPPORTUNITY Fostering STEWARDSHIP
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This online safety guide from The National College explores EA FC 26 — the latest edition of the immensely popular
football game. It flags potential risks, including in-game purchases, scams, and exposure to strangers via voice chat.

Our guide looks at the risks surrounding EA Sports FC 26 and our top tips to minimise them. This
marks the third year since EA left the FIFA licence, and the game is mostly unchanged from last

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

AN ANNUAL RELEASE
SCHEDULE

As was the case with the last two EA

Sports FC games and the FIFA series

before it, the franchise rolls out once a year

with updated squads and new features. This can
make it expensive to keep up with, particularly
when so many dedicated players are keen to get
their hands on the latest edition.

L | P g g |

VOICE CHAT

Voice chat can be enabled across all

platforms, meaning young people can speak to
anyone they play with or against. While it can be
switched off, some children will no doubt want to
speak to their friends while they play. This also
means they may encounter strangers much
older than them, which can expose them to
inappropriate language or behaviours.

- T N
IN-GAME PURCHASES
THROUGH ULTIMATE TEAM

Ultimate Team is the big draw for EA EIRG
Sports FC, letting players spend real

money on packs that they can open to Moy
build a squad of the world's best players. H ]
They're not always easy to obtain, and new,
improved versions of players will be regularly

added as limited-time offerings. Young people

could feel pressured into spending money and
experience fear of missing out.

v

year. While Kick-Off mode is great for playing with friends and Career Mode allows players to fulfil
long-term ambitions as a manager or player, Ultimate Team remains the main draw for many
players — and it can get out of hand in terms of how much money players can invest.

ULTIMATE TEAM

Ultimate Team is managed by EA itself,

but that hasn’t stopped scammers from looking
to dupe players out of money and in-game
coins. Some scammers sell their accounts,
which is a violation of EA’s terms of service, while
others will ‘sell’ coins - something the developer
is still working to crack down on. Some try to
gain access to others’ accounts, potentially
giving them access to payment information.

N S S
POTENTIAL FOR .

ADDICTION ‘ g

While EA Sports FC is potentially

addictive, thanks to its fast-paced gameplay

and mirroring of the real-world skill and

glamour of football, Ultimate Team’s focus on
limited-time rewards and the lottery of winning ...
packs can make it feel closer to gambling than
gaming, which may lead to addiction and

impulsive spending of money.

The annual-release cadence aligns with the return of the school year, and

R AV
LIMIT SPENDING

If you're worried about children accidentally spending real money in
Ultimate Team, whether in game or on the EA Sports FC companion app,

don’t link a payment card to their account. Reclaiming funds can be a

mountain to climb, and the dopamine hit of opening flashy packs with slick @
animations means one purchase can lead to another very quickly. It's

also worth adding a prepaid card if you'd prefer them to make their own

choices with their budget.

§ JEESRSS—) |
Meet Qur Expert

Lloyd Coombes is an experienced freelance writer and has been working in
the gaming and tech industry for seven years. A regular visitor to the App
Store to try out new tools, he's also a parent and therefore understands the
importance of online safety. He's also a tech and fitness writer and has
been published at sites including IGN, TechRadar, and plenty more.

Source: See fulllreference list on guide page at: https://nationalcollege.com/guides/ea-sports-fc-26
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- 4 Advice for Parents & Edcators

PREPARE FOR ANOTHER GAME IN A YEAR  prmme
2027

can be a great way to incentivise good behaviour at the start of term. If "NEW;“
children are applying themselves and preparing for a new year of school, or were  “__~
particularly well behaved in the summer, EA Sports FC 26 could make a great reward.

MONITOR VOICE CHAT

As in-game chat is open, be sure to adjust the settings in EA
Sports FC 26 to lock it down. If children want to chat with their
friends while they play, consider setting up a safe space for them
to call, to allow them to play without fear of outsiders.

b === X T R SEEESTTTT. > |

BE VIGILANT

As with last year, there are ways to keep scammers at bay. Ensure passwords

are locked down, and consider using a password manager application to keep them
secure. EA will never contact players through the game itself, so be vigilant with
incoming messages, and block and report suspected spam. EA will contact players
by email if needed, but they will never ask for usernames or passwords. Players
should also avoid buying in-game currency from unofficial websites - doing so can
lead to accounts being banned and could cost players money in the process.

Qednesdly, B

@wake.up.wednesday d‘ @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 01.10.2025
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Some reminders from previous weeks’ newsletters...

St Thomas More’s School
Open Days

Please be aware that we will have the
following Open Day events:

Weds 22" October 9.30am-11.30am
Mon 10 November 9.30am-11.30am
Tues 18™ November 4pm - 7pm

If you or any other prospective parents
would like to come along, please do so.
No need to register, just arrive

We look forward to meeting you.

BEST .
SRl Tax Credit Checker
Follow the link below to see if you qualify for tax free
credits. This can apply to any parents and be used for any
type of childcare, providing the childcare provider is signed
up too.

https://www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/eligibility-checker

Office Hours

Just a reminder that the School Office
opening hours are 8.30am -3.30pm.

If you need to contact out of these hours,
please email adminoffice@st-
thomasmores.hants.sch.uk or call and
leave a message on 02392 475909.

Staff will respond to as soon as possible,
please allow time for this to happen.

Tommy's Childcare j”“g
Breakfast club Sessions: 2&;;
7:45am - 8:45am £5.00

8:00am — 8:45am £4.00

Afterschool Club Sessions:
3:15pm - 4:30pm £6.00
3:15pm - 5:45pm £11.00
3:15pm - 6:00pm £12.00

For bookings, cancellations and queries, please contact
tommys@st-thomasmores.hants.sch.uk.

In emergencies call: 07719 920 572

Sessions will need to be booked in advance.
No last-minute bookings on a Thursday.

Year 5/6 Rotational lessons

On a Monday afternoon, year 5 and 6 will follow a rota for
Art, Forest School and PE lessons. Please see the table
below for you to use to be able to provide the correct Mars:

Class PE Days

Children can come into school wearing
their PE kit on their PE Day...

Wednesday and Friday

equipment at the correct time: Jupiter: Wednesday and Friday
Neptune: Wednesday and Friday
Year 5/6 — Monday PM .
8/9, 15/9, 22/9 29/9, 6/10, 3/11, 10/11, 24/11, 1/12, Columba: Tuesday and Friday
13/10, 20/10 17/ 8/12,15/12 Delphinus: Wednesday and Friday
Art Lyra Orion Aquila Lyra Phoenix: Tuesday and Wednesday
Forest School Orion Aquila Lyra Orion
Aquila: Monday and Thursday
CM Sports Aquila Lyra Orion Aquila
Lyra: Thursday
Orion: Thursday

Ensuring SUCCESS
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Saturday 25th Oct — Sunday 2nd Nov

Purchase a Scarecrow Scavenger Map
. for just £1.00.
“ Maps will be on sale from the school
office/Tommy’s from Monday 13 October.
Find the scarecrows on display outside
houses close to our school.
Solve the coded message. A

5\%' Enter the draw to win a prize!

Please can you help us run this event
by making a scarecrow to be placed in a
location near the school?

If you are interested in this event, pop into the office,
or email adminoffice@st-thomasmores.hants.sch.uk
or call 02392 475909
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We have recently updated our School Mission and Vision Statements.

’ﬁ “Stand up for wiiat you
W think is right, evalifiyou
onG:

Dedication

For us, the Mission of the School is for the staff and states:

Our mission is to inspire every child by ensuring SUCCESS, providing OPPORTUNITY and fostering
STEWARDSHIP within a loving, Catholic community.

The Vision is what we want everyone in our school community to strive towards. It states;

Our vision is that everyone will leave our school feeling they have achieved more than they ever
thought possible, and they will make a difference to the world by serving God by helping others.

Our values are qualities which we endeavour to show in all we do. They are;
Dedication, Empathy, Forgiveness and

Our House Patrons are role models of these values:

Claudette Colvin - Nine months before Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat, Colvin did the same. She
wasn't being rude or selfish (as there was a seat free across the aisle from her), but this was a stand for
all humans to be treated with dignity and respect during segregation in 1960s America. Colvin was only
15 when she took her stand against racism, and so she is an excellent role model for our pupils - to be
dedicated to what is right, even if it means standing alone.

Oscar Romero - Catholic Social Teaching calls us to give EQUALITY VERSUS EQUITY
preferential treatment to the poor - not just those who are -3
poor in monetary value, but those who are disadvantaged in
any way. Oscar Romero spoke out for the voiceless, which
ultimately cost him his life. He serves as a reminder to us to
be that voice for those who can't make themselves heard, to

empathlse Wlth hOW they may be fee“ng and take aCtlon tO In the firstimage, it is In the second image, In the third image, all three
. . . . . assumed that everyone individuals are given can see the game without any
put things right. We teach the children that equity is more bl fom e sane Gl aupporisto ke aupport o sccamodatons
important than equality. T R miaiets  Tsmamioborsr
equitably. has been removed.

Mahatma Gandhi - The Indian political ethicist is often quoted as saying "Be the change you wish to see
in the world" - a motto which fits so well with the teachings of the Catholic faith. However, Gandhi is our
patron for the value of Forgiveness. He said, "The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is an attribute of
the strong." We teach children to forgive, but it is important that they also recognise forgiving shows
great strength. It isn't always easy to do, but forgiving is something Christ taught us; therefore, we must
strive to do this.

St Therese of Lisieux - St Therese struggled in many ways, something which we all do, but she lived her

life doing random acts of kindness for people, calling people to love Jesus. This is something very simple
for the children to understand and emulate. We teach the children to be stewards of all that they have

been given - their time, their talent, their treasures, and to be generous with all of these things, just like
St Therese.
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